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Association News 
 
FRA Working to Lift H-2B Guestworker Processing Suspension 
 
The Forest Resources Assoc-iation expressed its frustration over the Department of Labor’s (DOL) arbitrary decision to 
stop issuing guestworker visas. 
 
“Guestworkers from Central America and Mexico are absolutely critical to the practice of sustainable forestry in this 
country,” said FRA President Deb Hawkinson. “Because the work is seasonal and tree-planting crews move throughout 
wide regions, U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents are just not interested in this work. Legal, fully vetted guest-
workers have performed it for many decades, under authorization of the H-2B visa program.” 
 
FRA has been leading advocacy efforts on behalf of the forestry sector to persuade DOL to change course. “We are abso-
lutely at a loss to understand why DOL would take such an economy-disrupting step,” Hawkinson said. 
 
FRA has taken its concerns to Capitol Hill, where numerous members of Congress from both parties and in both chambers 
have already communicated their opposition to DOL’s guestworker visa stoppage. Group letters are now circulating in 
both chambers urging the department to change course and to support the Department of Homeland Security, which actu-
ally has the authority to regulate the H-2B program. 
 
OSHA Changes Reporting Requirements 
 
The Idaho Logger reported that as of 2015 “employers are required to report to OSHA more types of workplace injuries, 
and employers should expect an increase in enforcement inspections. 
 
The new changes are as follows: 
 
Under the new reporting rules, employers will now be required to report within 24 hours: 
 
• Any work-related inpatient hospitalization—even for just one employee, as opposed to the current 3-employee hospital-
ization rule 
 
• Any work-related amputation 
 
• Any work-related loss of any eye 
 
All work-related fatalities must continue to be reported within 8 hours. 
 
For detailed information on the change, visit www.osha.gov/recordkeeping2014/OSHA3745.pdf. 
 
Forest Service and BLM 2016 Budgets 
 
The American Forest Resource Council (AFRC) reported in February that under Obama’s Fiscal Year 2016 budget the 
Forest Service would receive $1.94 billion, down from $5.07 billion in 2015, and 48 percent would be dedicated to wild-
fire suppression activities. 
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It also proposes to increase timber sale outputs from the current 2.9 bbf up to 3.2 bbf, although it’s unclear how that would 
be accomplished. 
 
The new budget relies on Congress passing the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act (WDFA), which will trigger the use of 
emergency firefighting dollars for the largest wildfires. The budget assumes $173 million in increased funding if these 
emergency funds were made available. 
 
To view the full article, visit www.amforest.org/images/pdfs/AFRC_Newsletter_2-25-15.pdf.


